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Education and Training Board
Date: Tuesday 25" March 2025
Time: 6.00p.m.
. LWETB Head Office, Marlinstown Business Park, Mullingar and online via
Venue:
MSTeams

(Present: P, Apologies: AP, Absent: AB)

Board Member Board Member

Ms. Olivia Callaghan P Clir. Niall Gannon AB
Ms. Joanne Cosgrove P CliIr. Ken Glynn AP
Mr. Luke Casserly P Mr. Colm Harte P
Mr. Donie Cassidy P ClIr. Frankie Keena AP
Mr. Owen Catterall P Clir. Denis Leonard P
Ms. Sheila Corcoran P Clir. Padraig McNamara P
CliIr Aoife Davitt P Mr. Mark Murphy P
ClIr. Alfie Devine P Clir. Peggy Nolan AB
Clir. John Dolan P Clir. Pat O’Toole P
ClIr. Michael Dollard P Clir. Emily Wallace AB
Also Present:

Mr. Brian Higgins, Chief Executive Mr. Seamus Mohan, Director of SYM

(Acting) P (Acting) P
Mr. Charlie Mitchell, Director of OSD P Ms. Gabrielle Gilligan, Clerical Officer P
Ms. Antonine Healy, Director of FET P

Chairperson, ClIr. Aoife Davitt, opened the meeting by welcoming everyone present.

1.1 Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form

The Chairperson invited members to disclose any conflict of interest they might have. No
conflict of interest was declared.

1.2 Apologies / condolences / congratulations

Apologies
e Clir. Ken Glynn
e ClIr. Frankie Keena
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Loagford and Westmeath
Condolences:

Education and Training Board

Congratulations:

¢ None for this meeting.

1.3 Adoption of Minutes of Tuesday 25" February 2025

Proposed: Mr. Donie Cassidy. Seconded: ClIr. Alfie Devine.

1.4 Matters arising from Minutes

Director of OSD informed the meeting that OPW have given us the opportunity to purchase
the Buildings on the site at Battery Road, Longford. There are several stipulations to be met
before SOLAS will allow us to proceed and those were outlined to the meeting.

2.1 Longford Sports Partnership

Longford Sports Partnership are seeking a nominee from LWETB for their board. Clir. Niall
Gannon was nominated in his absence.

Proposed: ClIr. John Dolan. Seconded: Clir. Pat O'Toole

Mr. Luke Casserly stated that Clir. Gannon may already be on the board as a County Council
representative.

Chief Executive (Acting) stated that we will check with Clir. Gannon and if he is already on the
board, there may be someone from Ballymahon Vocational School that would have an interest
in this. If necessary, a nominee will be brought to our next meeting.

2.2 St. Peter’s Hospital, Castlepollard

CE (Acting) - the HSE have come back to inform us that St. Peter’s Hospital, Castlepollard is
surplus to their requirements, and they will contact other state agencies to see if they are
interested, to realise expressions of interest. Their first preference is to sell St. Peter’s Hospital
in its entirety. If they receive an expression of interest for the full site they will then move to
valuation. If there are no expressions of interest for the full site, they will go back to review
the site and decide how they will proceed.

CE (Acting) gave a short presentation of the site and stated that we have requested an
extension regarding putting together a business plan.

After a discussion of the options, it was felt that engaging Westmeath County Council to
explore a joint approach would be the best option.

Proposed: Mr. Donie Cassidy. Seconded: Clir. Alfie Devine
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Longford and Westmeath
Education and Training Board

2.3 IPA Governance Training

IPA Governance training is ongoing and Phase 3 has now been launched online, details were
sent to members. Also the recording of phase 1 is currently available online.

2.4 Board Vacancy
Nomination from the Irish Road Haulage Association - Ms. Shauna Coyne.

Proposed: Mr. Donie Cassidy. Seconded: CIIr. Alfie Devine.

3.1 Audit & Risk Committee

Report of Meeting dated 31st January 2025
Report of Meeting dated 7th March 2025

Noted by the Board.

3.2 Finance Committee

Report of Meeting dated 13" February 2025
Report of Meeting dated 20t March 2025.

Noted by the Board.

3.3 Youth Work Committee:

None for this meeting.

3.4 Boards of Management:
Boards of Management Nominees - for ratification: -
Cornamaddy Community National School - Minutes of Meeting 5" December 2024

Noted by the Board.

4.1 LWETB Policies

None for this meeting.

5.1 Chairperson’s Comprehensive Report 2024
Proposed: Mr. Donie Cassidy. Seconded: ClIr. Denis Leonard.
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5.2 Annual Financial Statements 2024

Clir. John Dolan, Chairperson, Finance Committee confirmed that at their meeting on
Thursday last, 20" March, the Annual Financial Statements 2024 were reviewed, and the
Finance Committee recommends the Board accept the Annual Financial Statements for 2024
as presented by the Chief Executive and they should be signed by the Chairperson.

Proposed: Mr. Donie Cassidy. Seconded: ClIr. Denis Leonard.

5.3 Statement of Internal Control
Proposed: Clir. John Dolan. Seconded: Mr. Donie Cassidy.

5.4 Letter of Representation
Proposed: Mr. Donie Cassidy. Seconded: CIir. Alfie Devine.

5.5 Annual Report 2024
Proposed: Clir. Denis Leonard. Seconded: Mr. Colm Harte.

5.6 Circular Letters
Noted by the Board.

6.1 Chief Executives Report
Finance Report
Noted by the Board.

HR Report
Noted by the Board.

Buildings Report
Noted by the Board.

Risk Report
None for this meeting.

Climate Action Report
None for this meeting.

General Updates

Chief Executive (Acting) noted that ETB week was underway (24"-25" March 2025) and the
events are highlighted on social media sites. As part of the events, on Wednesday there will
be a book launch, Education and Training Boards: Shaping the future, leaving no one behind,
Katherine Donnelly (Ed.), and Director of OSD, Mr. Charlie Mitchell, has an article in the book,
on Smart Meters. It was noted by the Board that Mr. Colin Rhatigan, Corporate Services has
been nominated for the Excellence Awards, for his work on the smart meters. The Excellence
Awards will take place Thursday 27" March 2025, in Croke Park.
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Longford and Westmeath
Education and Training Board

Chief Executive (Acting) stated that the Schools Awards took place on Friday night 28" March,
in Ballymahon Vocational School (BVS). The event was attended by 230 approx., many of
the Board members were in attendance. The event recognised Student participation, there
were seven awards. It was the first time that Cornamaddy Community National School was
in attendance, it was a terrific night.

Chairperson, ClIr. Aoife Davitt extended her thanks to the Principal of BVS, Mr. Mick O’Rourke,
and to all those who were involved in organising the event. Many of the Board Members were
in attendance and | think we would all agree that it was a fabulous evening; wonderful to hear
from students and for other students to see this happen.

7.1 Motions - None for this meeting

8.1 Any Other Business

Mr. Colm Harte, informed the meeting of the Maria Edgeworth Festival of Literature, Art &
Movement, takes place on 91" — 11" May 2025 in Edgeworthstown and an invitation has been
extended to board members, directors and anyone wishing to attend. Chief Executive (Acting)
attended on behalf of LWETB.

8.2 Meeting Date
The Chairperson noted the date for next meeting is Tuesday 20t May at 6pm. The venue is
to be confirmed.

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 7.30p.m.

Signature of Presiding Chairperson:

Dated:






